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CHAPTER INE:
WHAT IS

MISERABLISM
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.MUSING
SOME
CHILPREN.




6000 EVENING,
6ROSHUVEIN
CHATTER.

y
T RUSHRESH AN N
BUNGLEP BONES AND
BLOOD PUPPINGS...
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MAY T ENTER THE
WELL OF ARMOUR?

YOUR... BLESSED
BUSINESS HERE...?







........ // e THAT'S SOME

= A TFIGURED PANE \' \ STATEMENT!
) N\ WOULP APPOINT )= ooo <

NG ST YOUR LITTLE MORTAL HASN'T S :
o0 THE COURAGE TO CAPTURE THAT BANSHEE. N\« -« - - WHY THE ANGER,

CAROLINE?

SHE'LL CONTINUE TO SIT IN HER ROOM LIKE it
SHE HAS FOR THE PAST THREE DAYS.
|/ TOO MANY OF YOUR
' CLIENTS TOO PLMB

TO STAY OUT OF

| / .‘

YOU WOULP BE
POING THEM A
FAVOR BY MUSING
THEM TO FIND
ANOTHER MUSE,
YOU KNOW.

TWO PAYS
AND TWENTY
TWO HOURS.

RN NN THEY'RE NOT

U . ) NN _ UeLY.
7MY POINT 15, AT N R L i s Wi : : THEY'RE
PAWN HER TIME ST R R sy (W27 w2\ R\ GOTHS.

. A (I on IO
ANP I SINCERELY POUBT ° DN s
SHE'S SMART ENOUGH 2

TO UNPERSTANP T TN S\ AL S |
THE HORROR OF HER > =t O e | S .,
SITUATION TO ACT IN - ' S04 RN, | /1

_ IMMEPIATE PERIL. s -

TIME... TO MOLLIFY HER S\ Y. /) i\



IT'S FUNNY,

...OUT OF THE
FIVE HUNPREP
ANP FOUR LIVES
THAT I'VE
LIVED...

/ THE ONE MEMORY

= ( THAT I ALWAYS

SEEM ABLE TO
RETAIN IS THAT

ORIGINAL FAMILY

[ NAME, TEN THOLUSAN? =
YEARS AGO WAS A WEALTHY
CR'NADIAHL... HENDECADI AH

FAMILY BELONGING
TO THE ETHEREAL

...FOR ALMOST
SIX THOUSANP
YEARS

&
...UNTIL THE
VARIOUS
GOTHENMELLO
TRIBES WERE
ABSORBEP INTO THE
GERMANIC PEOPLE
OF ELIROPE...

...BECOMING THE
VISIGOTHS ANP
05TRO60THS.

ALMOST ALL OF MY
REINCARNATIONS
MANIFESTEP WITHIN

THE GOTHENMELLO...  /

1.1
ALREADY
KNOW




...KILLING

BY THEN THE 20\ MYSELF...
SPIRITINE POWERS A X
THAT ALLOWED THE
GOTHENMELLO 50
EASILY TOTRAVEL . —— ) -
THE GLOBE IN pr——r N
MERKIPIAH'S NAME... NS

...BEGAN TO

...HURPLING )
BACK TO : OH, APRIEN!

MERRIPIAH... 2 YOU'LL MAKE
RUBUNNN \ BREAKING CUPS A ——
Wiadl) N TRAPITION!

I SPENT A 6REAT MANY OF
MY LIVES FROM THE 3RP
TO 5TH CENTURIES A.9.
BEING BORN OVER ANP

OVER WITHIN THE UKRAINE

ANP NEAR THE PANUBE AS

EITHER VISI6OTH OR 05TRO

60TH... _ ...KILLING ROMAN

SOLPIERS...

£ A in gl A
5’4‘#{4"»// “j/./ f P
oo Geendips  Ave
D TRANE yau rrR. Roman
SecbrER .




% N\

Thig 1S VERY BoRING.

MY MIND 15
6OING TO
SHRIVEL

WITH

| BUT ALWAYS
Ii \, THERE WAS THAT I KNEWYOU'P
{ II: WORP AGAIN: LOVE IT!
! [| 60TH.
YES, YES... THEN
THROUGH THE PERIOP --.A GENRE NAMEP
OF 1790 T0-1945... 1 FOR ITS USE OF
WAS REBORN SEVEN THOSE SAME
I WAS THERE ...ANP TURNEP TIMES IN ANDP AROLIND CATHEPRALS 1
WHEN THE THEM ON TO PEOPLE ASSOCLIATED HELPEP CONSTRULT (-
CHRISTIAN THE 60THIC WITH.THE 4OTHIC CENTURIES EARLIER.
BISHOP, LLFILAS ALPHABET HE NOVEL PHENOMENON...
EVANGELIZED INVENTEP FOR
THE 60THS... THEM.

B SR

THE MYSTERIES

< OF UPOLPHO,
CENTURIES FEA/\%grrE//v,
115G PR EXPELTATIONS,

GORMENGHAST ... I
RAN IN CIRCLES
CLOSE TO THE

AUTHORS OF MANY

FAMOUSLY
MELANCHOLY WORKS.

: COULP OFTEN
BE FOUNP

" THE BUILPING
). ) OF VAULTEP
o/ CATHEDRALS...

gt

...CATHEPRALS
THAT WERE LATER
METAPHORICALLY

REFERREP TO
AS “6OTHIL" BY
RENAISSANCE
SNOBS ATTEMPTING
TO CHARACTERIZE
THEM AS LGLY.




B FINALLY, I
e | REMEMBER VERY
LITTLE OF MY
BN AT W |  LAST LIFE...
EXCEPT THAT,
A Sl | L/KE MY YOLNG
TN | CLIENTS NOW...

...L WAS ALWAYS
CRAZY ABOUT THE
60THIC MUSIC
SCENE THAT RAN
FROM THE 19805
THROUGH THE
q0’5...

BY THE WAY, MY
NAME MEANS

..60THIC MUSIC:
50 NAMEP FOR ITS ,
MELANCHOLY MELOPIES =~ ~
THAT CONJUREP THE :
MOOPY, ETHEREAL IMAGES 2
FROM THOSE PARK NOVELS
OF THE CENTURY BEFORE.

|
7 \iﬂ
> | THOUSANPS OF
), YEARS OF HISTORY
¢ (ENTERED
AROLND A SINGLE

WORP:ANP ITS
TRANSCENPENT -~ &7

MEANING... j’
[N 1/

vf

...ANP I THINK ...ONE OF HIS MORE SLBTLE JOKES MUST

THAT IF THERE BE THE BOILING AWAY OF ALL OF THAT
IS A CONSCIOUS WORP'S MANY MILLENNIA OF MYSTERY

600... INTO A TACKY CHAIN OF CORPORATE
RETAIL STORES IN AMERICAN MALLS. ~

W

...MOST FLUTTER
BETWEEN

| FUNNY THING ABOUT
WORPS ANP THEIR

CONCEITS OF
MEANINGS: AS HIPEOUSNESS
THE YEARS VANISH ANP BEALITY.

BEHIND US...




SN

e\ YT, THERE
. ARE WORPS

"\ OF INORPINATE \

R POWER... _

...WORPS THAT

BECOME NAMES

OF UNYIELPING
BEAUTY...

‘}-\\'
N

..."THE SONG OF |
J0y."

...NAMES
LIKE
CAROLINE...

...WHO'S EVER
MORE PEAR

15, EVER

BETTER 60,
HUH?

- 1
2 =107 | DAWN
‘ .' AND
= / yOU'LL
'- ' MISS

-5 MEGAN.

HOURS. 1
PUT A SPELL
ON you.
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